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Monahan 


William G. P. Monahan
1335 Lawrence Street, NE
Billmonahan86@gmail.com
Washington, DC 20017
(202) 836-2798
Work Experience

Foreign Policy for America, Washington DC
July 2023—Present

Senior Director for Policy


· Leads the policy staff in advocating for a principled, engaged U.S. foreign policy that seeks a diplomacy-first approach to addressing major foreign policy and national security challenges.  
· Works in coalition with other public interest, think tank and advocacy organizations to advanced shared interests on foreign policy.  

U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee, Washington, DC 
January 2017–July 2023
Policy Director and Counsel 


· Serve as lead senior national security advisor to Committee Chairman Senator Jack Reed, providing strategic counsel on key defense, foreign policy, and legal matters.

· Direct coordination of Chairman’s policy agenda across staff portfolios to align congressional oversight of Department of Defense (DoD) policies, resources, and programs on issues related to the U.S. strategic competition with near-peer rivals Russia and China.
· Engage and coordinate with Members and Committee staff to steer bipartisan legislation through the annual National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) process.
· Conduct congressional oversight of foreign security assistance programs including more than $2 billion in programs executed through the Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA), and efforts to promote institutional capacity in foreign militaries to support human rights and the rule of law. 
U.S. Department of State, Washington, DC 
January 2016—January 2017

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of Political-Military Affairs

· Delivered strategic counsel to senior Department of State (DoS) officials regarding political-military affairs, arms transfers, and security assistance to foreign militaries and security forces. 
· Managed two offices within the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs (Office of Regional Security and Arms Transfers and Office of Security Assistance), directing 50 personnel and overseeing $30B in annual foreign military sales and $6 billion in security assistance grant programs to more than 60 allies and partners.
· Promoted close and collaborative relationship between the DoS and DoD, coordinating with counterparts to align strategy, security assistance programs, and foreign policy goals. Co-chaired annual DoS and DoD security assistance planning conference and ensured critical role for DoS in approving DoD security assistance. 
· Regularly represented U.S. interests in diplomatic engagements with foreign officials in Washington, DC, and overseas on matters related to security, military cooperation and arms sales.  
· Managed day-to-day relationship with the Senate Foreign Relations and House Foreign Affairs Committees, and other key congressional committees.
U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee
December 2003—January 2016
Counsel

· Served as national security advisor to Committee Chairman Senator Carl Levin until 2014 and then Ranking Member Senator Jack Reed, developing and advocating for signature defense and foreign policy strategies.

· Advised on security and operational matters relating to the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, counterterrorism, DoD stabilization operations, and U.S. force posture requirements relating to Europe and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).
· Regularly staffed Chairman Levin on travel to theaters of combat to conduct oversight, meet with foreign officials, and visit U.S. troops, including eight trips to Iraq and 12 trips to Afghanistan.
· Collaborated with DoD military and civilian leadership through the NDAA legislative process to align resources with force posture priorities.
· Led staff investigative efforts relating to detainee abuse and torture at Abu Ghraib, Iraq and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba (2004-2007), collaborating with the staff of Senator John McCain to secure detainee protections. 
U.S. Department of State
April 1999—December 2003
Attorney Advisor 



· Advised senior DoS officials on U.S. legal issues and compliance with bilateral and multilateral arms control and nonproliferation agreements.

· Served as legal advisor on multiple delegations to nuclear arms control treaty implementation commissions, including for the successfully concluded U.S.-Russian Plutonium Management and Disposition Agreement in 2000.
U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency (ACDA)
December 1994—April 1999
Attorney Advisor


· Served as senior legal advisor on U.S. delegations to major multilateral talks, such as the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START), the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, and the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty. Facilitated successful agreement with Russia and former Soviet countries to modify the ABM Treaty in 1997. 
· Delivered legal advice to senior policymakers on arms control, nonproliferation, and verification policy, ensuring compliance with all necessary obligations. 
Office of Senator Bob Kerrey, Washington, DC
March – August 1992, February – November 1994

Legislative Staff

· Drafted a comprehensive compilation of the Senator’s accomplishments and assisted senior legislative staff on defense, budget, and trade issues.  

National Campaign to Save the ABM Treaty, Washington, DC
May 1987 – December 1988
Campaign Coordinator
· Co-edited and managed production of the Campaign’s Briefing Book on the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty.  Wrote factsheets and press releases.  Administered the office and supervised interns.  

Education

University of Virginia School of Law, Charlottesville, VA

 Juris Doctor, May 1994 (Joint Degree with MPA from Princeton School of Public and International Affairs)
Princeton School of Public and International Affairs, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ
Master of Public Affairs, international relations, May 1994 (Joint Degree with J.D. from Virginia Law School)
Yale University, New Haven CT

Bachelor of Arts, History, May 1987
MEMBERSHIPS AND ACTIVITIES
· Virginia State Bar, Active Member, since 1994
· Superior Honor Award, Department of State, 2016

· Member of the Selection Committee, Les Aspin International Public Service Fellowship, Yale University, 2015–present
