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Academic Appointments 

George Washington University Law School 2020 - Present 

Associate Professor, Fundamentals of Lawyering (July 2023 – Present) 

Visiting Associate Professor, Fundamentals of Lawyering (July 2020 – June 2023)  

Courses: Fundamentals of Lawyering I & II 

Service:   Faculty Advisor, Sandra Day O’Connor Inn of Court (July 2023 – present); 

   Faculty Advisor, Robert H. Jackson Inn of Court (July 2020 – June 2023) 

   Member, Intellectual Life Committee (2024 – present) 

   Member, Academic Integrity Committee (2024 – present) 

   Member, Clerkship & Judicial Engagement Committee (2022 – 2024) 

    Member, Student Wellness Committee (2022 – 2024)  

Grants:  Received research grants in Summer 2021 and Summer 2023 

Fordham Law School 2019 - 2020 

Adjunct Professor  

 

Education 

Fordham Law School 
J.D., cum laude 

2013 

Fordham Urban Law Journal, Notes & Articles Editor, Vol. XL; Staff Editor, Vol. XXXIX 

Dean’s List, 2011–13 

Ruth Whitehead Whaley Scholar 

Archibald R. Murray Public Service Award  

  
Stonehill College 

B.A., Political Science 
2007 

 

 

mailto:jcollins40@law.gwu.edu
https://bsky.app/profile/profjpc.bsky.social
https://www.law.gwu.edu/john-p-collins-jr
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=2238982
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Research Interests 

Judicial administration and reform, judicial appointments, legal history, civil procedure, and 

federal courts  

 

Publications 

Articles 

Circuit Capture and the National Court of Appeals 

97 TEMPLE L. REV. __ (forthcoming 2025) 
[ssrn] 

Judging Biden 

75 SMU L. REV. FORUM 150 (Feb. 2022)  
[ssrn] 

Has All Heck Broken Loose?  Examining Heck’s Favorable-Termination Requirement 
in the Second Circuit after Poventud v. City of New York  

42 FORDHAM URB. L. J. 451 (Dec. 2014)  
[ssrn]  

Works in Progress 

Breaking the Ginsburg Rules (drafting in progress) 

Credentialing (research in progress) 

Working Papers 

The Confirmation Death Spiral 
[ssrn] 

Op-Eds 

Judges Who Refuse to Retire Under Trump Are Not “Playing Politics” 

Balls and Strikes, Dec. 10, 2024 
[www] 

 
Democratic Cowardice, Republican Islamophobia Threaten Historic Court Pick 

TRT World, May 10, 2024 
[www] 

 
Blue Slip Abuse Will Only Make Judge-Shopping Problem Worse 

Daily Journal, Sept. 15, 2023 

 
Biden Should Pick Up Pace on Choosing Judges Before Window Closes 
Bloomberg Law, July 25, 2023 
[www] 
 
 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3957477
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3957477
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3775648
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2430881
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3957142
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3957142
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3957142
https://ballsandstrikes.org/nominations/mitch-mcconnell-judges-playing-politics/
https://www.trtworld.com/opinion/democratic-cowardice-gop-anti-muslim-hatred-threaten-historic-court-pick-18107828
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/biden-should-pick-up-pace-on-choosing-judges-before-window-closes
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Presentations and Media Appearances 

Presentations 

Circuit Capture and the National Court of Appeals 
Presenter, Thirteenth Annual Junior Faculty Federal Courts Workshop  

The George Washington University Law School  

Washington, DC (Mar. 9, 2024) 

Circuit Capture and the National Court of Appeals 
Presenter, Junior Faculty Forum  

University of Richmond School of Law  

Richmond, VA (May 23, 2023) 

Selected News Articles 

Trump’s Victory has some Liberal Judges Reversing Their Retirement Plans 
CNN, Dec. 5, 2024 
[www] 

 
House Democrats Split on Bill to Add Judges After Trump Win 
Bloomberg Law, Dec. 5, 2024 
[www] 

 
Judge Called ‘Political Hack’ for Unretiring After Trump Win 
Bloomberg Law, Dec. 4, 2024 
[www] 

 
2 Federal Judges Rescind Senior Status After Trump Win.  Might More Follow? 
The National Law Journal, Dec. 2, 2024 
[www] 

 
What’s the Deal with the “Deal” that Senate Democrats Made on Judicial Nominations? 
Balls and Strikes, Nov. 21, 2024 
[www] 

 
From Champagne to Speeches, Would-Be Trump Supreme Court Justices Draw 
Conservative Buzz 
CNN, Nov. 21, 2024 
[www] 

 
Ohio Judge Reverses Senior Status Plans Post-Election 
Law360, Nov. 12, 2024 
[www] 

 
Trump Readies to Name ‘Fearless’ Conservative Judges in Second Term 
Reuters, Nov. 8, 2024 
[www] 

 

Half of All Federal Judges Could be Trump Appointees by End of His Next Term 
Newsweek, Nov. 7, 2024 
[www] 

 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3957477
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3957477
https://www.cnn.com/2024/12/05/politics/liberal-judges-reversing-their-retirement-plans/index.html
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/house-democrats-now-split-on-bill-to-add-judges-after-trump-win
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/judge-called-political-hack-for-unretiring-before-trump-return
https://www.law.com/nationallawjournal/2024/12/02/2-federal-judges-rescind-senior-status-after-trump-win-might-more-follow/?slreturn=2024120685539
https://ballsandstrikes.org/nominations/judicial-nominations-senate-democrats-deal-explained/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/11/21/politics/supreme-court-jockeying-donald-trump/index.html
https://www-law360-com.gwlaw.idm.oclc.org/articles/2259441/ohio-judge-reverses-senior-status-plans-post-election
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-readies-name-fearless-conservative-judges-second-term-2024-11-07/
https://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-federal-judges-appointments-judiciary-1982390
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Where May Vacancies for Trump Arise?  These GOP-Appointed Circuit Judges Qualify 
for Senior Status 
The National Law Journal, Nov. 6, 2024 
[www] 

 
Trump, GOP Poised to Add More Conservatives to Federal Courts 
Roll Call, Nov. 6, 2024 
[www] 

 
GOP Will Get a Crack at the Judiciary, But First, Lame Duck 
Law360, Nov. 6, 2024 
[www] 

 
The Next President is Poised to Inherit the Fewest Judicial Vacancies in Generations 
NBC News, Oct. 5, 2024 
[www] 

 
Biden Faces Hurdles to Match Trump on Judicial Appointments 
Roll Call, Aug. 28, 2024 
[www] 

 
High Court’s First Asian Justice May Be Byproduct of Trump 
Bloomberg Law, Aug. 8, 2024 
[www] 
 
Biden Favors Younger Judges in Shift from Previous Democrats 
Bloomberg Law, July 24, 2024 
[www] 
 
Wilmette Resident Nancy Maldonado Confirmed to Seventh Circuit 
The Chicago Tribune, July 8, 2024 
[www] 
 
Biden Passes 200th Judicial Confirmation Milestone as Election Looms 
Reuters, May 22, 2024 
[www] 
 
Biden Faces Political Dilemma on Stalled Muslim Judge Nominee 
Bloomberg Law, May 14, 2024 
[www] 
 
Dueling Bills Highlight Partisan Divide Over ‘Judge Shopping’ 
Law360, Apr. 15, 2024 
[www] 
 
Muslim Lawyers Recoil at GOP Attacks on Historic Court Pick 
Bloomberg Law, Mar. 29, 2024 
[www] 
 
Senator Kennedy’s Judicial Pop Quizzes Trip Up Nervous Nominees 
Bloomberg Law, Feb. 28, 2024 
[www] 
 

https://www.law.com/nationallawjournal/2024/11/06/where-may-vacancies-for-trump-arise-these-gop-appointed-circuit-judges-qualify-for-senior-status/?slreturn=20241119115258
https://rollcall.com/2024/11/06/trump-gop-poised-to-add-more-conservatives-to-federal-courts/
https://www-law360-com.gwlaw.idm.oclc.org/articles/2257792/gop-will-get-a-crack-at-the-judiciary-but-first-lame-duck
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/president-poised-inherit-fewest-judicial-vacancies-generations-rcna169049
https://rollcall.com/2024/08/28/biden-faces-hurdles-to-match-trump-on-judicial-appointments/
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/insurance/high-courts-first-asian-justice-may-be-byproduct-of-trump-hunt
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/biden-favors-younger-judges-in-shift-from-previous-democrats
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2024/07/08/wilmette-resident-nancy-maldonado-confirmed-to-7th-u-s-circuit-of-appeals/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/biden-secure-200th-judicial-confirmation-election-looms-2024-05-22/
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/biden-faces-tough-choices-on-third-circuit-mangi-nomination
https://www-law360-com.gwlaw.idm.oclc.org/articles/1825424/dueling-bills-highlight-partisan-divide-over-judge-shopping-
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/muslim-lawyers-recoil-at-gop-attacks-on-historic-appellate-pick
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/bloomberglawnews/bloomberg-law-news/X7RSITRG000000?bc=W1siU2VhcmNoICYgQnJvd3NlIiwiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmxvb21iZXJnbGF3LmNvbS9wcm9kdWN0L2JsYXcvc2VhcmNoL3Jlc3VsdHMvZTg3NTI0NzYzYjkwYzhmMmM4NDAzNmVkMmZiODQyYjkiXV0--1a192608ae85fc0423053ca8a4b9434c88cd9bed&bna_news_filter=bloomberg-law-news&criteria_id=e87524763b90c8f2c84036ed2fb842b9&search32=b4HANTsVwFDfMAa4GTez9A%3D%3DMNk8K_LWgomSLMsdCs6wI9nmokEMqQ3jGU5ZIaks8UXKUUo4U4RQKfExPLmZS90MQj3ixA-Ii7SeBKaBqm-EgfVNIoEI1JuiNR9yuSndXaf9tnoSNiVm9IlHndQGKfmC2YrM-SI54ThyeLUsp1BnLg%3D%3D
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Clinton, Obama Circuit Judges Shun Retirement as Election Looms 
Bloomberg Law, Jan. 10, 2024 
[www] 
 
Biden Secures 150th Judicial Confirmation with US Senate Votes 
Reuters, Nov. 7, 2023 
[www] 

 
All-Biden Court Shows Partisan Shift in How Judges Get Confirmed 
Bloomberg Law, Oct. 23, 2023 
[www] 

 
Color of Justice:  All-White Benches Persist in US District Courts 
Bloomberg Law, Sept. 5, 2023 
[www] 

 
Senate Confirms Bradley N. Garcia to Appeals Court in DC 
Roll Call, May 15, 2023 
[www] 

 
Biden Circuit Nominee Remains in Limbo as Feinstein Returns  
Bloomberg Law, May 11, 2023 
[www] 

 
Wave of Federal Judges Ditch Bench for Lucrative Big Law Jobs 
Bloomberg Law, Mar. 16, 2023 
[www] 

 
Biden Nominee Failed Senator’s Constitutional Pop Quiz.  Here’s What Ex-Judges Had to 
Say 
The National Law Journal, Jan. 31, 2023 
[www] 

 
Democrats Renew Push to Confirm Biden’s Pick for Federal Courts 
Roll Call, Jan. 23, 2023 
[www] 

 
Joe Biden has a Chance to Rebalance America’ Judiciary 
The Economist, Nov. 24, 2022 
[www] 

 
Schumer Said to Prioritize Judges When Lame Duck Begins 
Bloomberg Law, Nov. 10, 2022 
[www] 

 
Federal Judge Lee, Former Barrington Resident, Appointed to Seventh Circuit Court of 
Appeals 
The Chicago Tribune, Sept. 22, 2022 
[www] 

 
In Departure from Trump Era Nominations, Biden Relies Less on Feeder Judges 
The National Law Journal, Aug. 17, 2022 
[www] 

 
 

https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/clinton-obama-circuit-judges-shun-retirement-as-election-looms
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/biden-secures-150th-judicial-confirmation-with-us-senate-votes-2023-11-08/
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/all-biden-court-shows-partisan-shift-in-how-judges-get-confirmed
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/color-of-justice-all-white-benches-persist-in-us-district-courts?utm_medium=lawdesk&utm_source=twitter&campaign=A54DE238-4BED-11EE-A680-4DB7F143A863
https://rollcall.com/2023/05/15/senate-confirms-bradley-n-garcia-to-appeals-court-in-dc/
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/contentious-biden-judicial-picks-advance-with-feinstein-votes
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/business-and-practice/wave-of-federal-judges-ditch-bench-for-lucrative-big-law-jobs
https://www.law.com/nationallawjournal/2023/01/31/biden-nominee-failed-senators-constitutional-pop-quiz-heres-what-ex-judges-had-to-say/?cmp=share_twitter&slreturn=20230102100356
https://rollcall.com/2023/01/23/democrats-renew-push-to-confirm-bidens-picks-for-federal-courts/
https://www.economist.com/united-states/2022/11/24/joe-biden-has-a-chance-to-rebalance-americas-judiciary
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/bloomberglawnews/bloomberg-law-news/XFQ31T84000000?bc=W1siU2VhcmNoICYgQnJvd3NlIiwiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmxvb21iZXJnbGF3LmNvbS9wcm9kdWN0L2JsYXcvc2VhcmNoL3Jlc3VsdHMvNjRlNzIyOGFlZjFjNDNmMDNhNWRiMjcwMWRkZDhmNGIiXV0--a4e66e1b6ff3c6d216e79458e2d383cc6fd201ce&bna_news_filter=bloomberg-law-news&criteria_id=64e7228aef1c43f03a5db2701ddd8f4b&search32=wuQXAr25O7aZaBcybE8xpQ%3D%3DUnB2NcAMoQaDkw34G6OjR8g1RriscZ9lippytsXJZkpSwawKBW6ANoNeTDehn_uCR5FcrlVBW-6NDkfLjCWBIqKpCwupt-RSpxD8QSTdIr1HlFL_64WLWJb3IEX-98Qh
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/barrington/ct-bcr-federal-judge-lee-appellate-court-appointment-tl-0929-20220922-x775zmhyozedrpnml5jhbs23j4-story.html
https://www.law.com/nationallawjournal/2022/08/17/in-departure-from-trump-era-nominations-biden-relies-less-on-feeder-judges/?cmp=share_twitter&slreturn=20221029114553
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Progressive Groups Say Democrats Need to Move Faster on Judicial Nominees 
The National Law Journal, July 8, 2022 
[www] 

 
Midterms Pressure Biden, Senate on Circuit Court Appointments 
Bloomberg Law, June 29, 2022 
[www] 

 
Ninth Circuit Judge Urges Biden, Nevada Senators to Pick State AG’s Wife as Successor 
Reuters, Apr. 14, 2022 
[www] 

 
More Diverse Appointments Are Set to Reshape America’s Judiciary 
The Economist, Jan. 15, 2022 
[www] 

 
Fifth Circuit Judge Gregg Costa to Resign, Creating Second Vacancy for Biden 
The National Law Journal, Jan. 13, 2022 
[www] 

 
Biden’s Flurry of Nominations Will Bring Generations of Diversity to Federal Courts 
The Los Angeles Times, Dec. 22, 2021 
[www] 

 
In One Year, Joe Biden Has Confirmed More Lifetime Judges than Decades of Presidents 
HuffPost, Dec. 21, 2021 
[www] 

 
Federal Courts Aren’t Royal Ones 
The Wall Street Journal, Dec. 8, 2021 
[www] 

 
Pooler and Cabranes to Take Senior Status, Opening Two Seats on Second Circuit Bench 
The New York Law Journal, Oct. 7, 2021 
[www] 

 
Biden Takes Time Weighing Next Pick for D.C. Circuit 
Bloomberg Law, Sept. 2, 2021 
[www] 

 
Are Judicial Picks with Defender Pasts Unfairly Criticized?  Yes, and It’s Not New, 
Experts Say 
The New York Law Journal, July 16, 2021 
[www] 

 

 

Video Interviews 

Schumer Presses to Confirm Federal Judges, as Clock Ticks Down on Dem Majority 
NY1, Dec. 12, 2024 
[www] 

 
 
 

https://www.law.com/nationallawjournal/2022/07/08/progressive-groups-pressure-democrats-to-move-faster-on-judicial-vacancies/
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/midterms-pressure-senate-biden-on-circuit-court-appointments
https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/9th-circuit-judge-urges-biden-nevada-senators-pick-state-ags-wife-successor-2022-04-14/
https://www.economist.com/united-states/2022/01/15/more-diverse-appointments-are-set-to-reshape-americas-judiciary
https://www.law.com/nationallawjournal/2022/01/13/5th-circuit-judge-gregg-costa-to-resign-creating-second-vacancy-for-biden/?cmp=share_twitter
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2021-12-22/bidens-judicial-nominations-diversity-federal-courts
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/joe-biden-confirmed-judges-diversity_n_61c0aab7e4b0c7d8b892f4ca
https://www.wsj.com/articles/federal-courts-arent-royal-ones-separation-of-powers-judicial-successor-appointee-biden-king-11638988111
https://www.law.com/newyorklawjournal/2021/10/07/pooler-and-cabranes-to-take-senior-status-opening-two-seats-on-2nd-circuit-bench/?cmp=share_twitter
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/us-law-week/X7EVT9US000000?bna_news_filter=us-law-week#jcite
https://www.law.com/newyorklawjournal/2021/07/16/are-judicial-picks-with-defender-pasts-unfairly-criticized-yes-and-its-not-new-experts-say/
https://ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2024/12/12/schumer-presses-to-confirm-federal-judges--as-clock-ticks-down-on-dem-majority
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Biden Looks to Keep Up Brisk Pace Filling U.S. Courts 
Reuters, Feb. 2, 2022 
[www] 

 

Podcasts 

Judicial Nominations and Confirmations with Professor John P. Collins 
NYU J. of Leg. & Pub. Pol’y 

LawsFlaws Podcast, Mar. 18, 2022 
[www] 

 

Experience 

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 2014 – 2019  

Associate, Litigation Group, New York, NY  
  

U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York 2013 – 2014 

Law Clerk, Chambers of Judge Andrew J. Peck  
  

U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York Fall 2012 

Intern, Criminal Division  
  

U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York Summer 2012 

Intern, Chambers of Chief Judge Loretta A. Preska Spring 2012 
  

Royal Courts of Justice, Belfast, Northern Ireland Summer 2011 

Intern, Chambers of Lord Chief Justice Declan Morgan  

 

Bar Admissions 

Southern District of New York 2014  

Eastern District of New York 2014 

New York (active) 2014 

 
Personal 
 

Before law school, I umpired professionally in Minor League Baseball’s Gulf Coast and New 

York-Penn Leagues.  I like reading about history, exercising, golfing, cooking (with an emphasis 

on smoking and baking), and watching British crime dramas.  I am a life-long New York Mets 

fan and novice Tottenham Hotspur supporter, for my sins. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.reuters.com/video/watch/biden-looks-to-keep-up-brisk-pace-fillin-idRCV00AP9K
https://soundcloud.com/user-589353074/laws-flaws-episode-4-judicial-nominations-and-confirmations-with-professor-john-p-collins-jr?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing

