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Providing free start-up legal services
to selected Washington, D.C., area
entrepreneurs, nonprofit organizations,
social enterprises, and artists in a broad
range of business matters

What We Do
Since 1977, the SBCED Clinic has provided free start-up legal services to
Washington, D.C., area entrepreneurs, nonprofit groups, and arts organizations,
offering short-term counseling in a broad range of business matters related to
corporations, limited liability companies, partnerships, contracts, commercial
lease review, and basic intellectual property law (e.g., trademark and copyright).

Professor Susan R. Jones
directs the SBCED Clinic.
She is shown here with the
Washington Area Lawyers
for the Arts Distinguished
Service Award.

Who We Are

The community economic development component of our work involves
providing direct legal assistance, counseling, representation, and informational
materials to new and existing nonprofit organizations and groups whose
mission is to help low-income individuals and communities pursue economic
empowerment and self-help initiatives. Through its historical relationship with
Washington Area Lawyers for the Arts, the clinic also represents individual
artists and groups (e.g., musicians, dance and theatre companies, and film and
video makers).

Legal Services Provided
•

Drafting Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws for Corporations
(for profit and nonprofit)

•

Assisting with:
••

Business Licenses and Permits

••

Trademark and Copyright Applications

••

Contract Drafting and Review

••

Applications for Federal Tax Exemption Status

The Small Business and Community Economic Development (SBCED)
Clinic is one of the oldest small business clinics in the country.
The clinic provides free start-up legal assistance to selected area
businesses, social enterprises, nonprofit organizations, and artists.
The clinic is designed to meet two important needs:
(1) to provide current law students interested in business law with
a clinical program that will expose them to the practical and
substantive legal problems of counseling small businesses
and nonprofit organizations, and
(2) to offer much needed legal advice to segments of the small
business and nonprofit community in the Washington, D.C.,
metropolitan area.

I have worked on a variety of transactional issues that
confront small businesses regularly. This educational

experience, coupled with its embedded community impact, is

a reaffirmation of why most individuals, including myself,
embark on a legal education.

— ADONICA BLACK, 3L

Who We Serve
The SBCED Clinic offers free services and is one of only a few small business
and community economic development legal clinics in the D.C. area. Most of
the clinic’s clients are microbusinesses comprising one to five employees with
less than $50,000 in start-up capital. The clinic’s services are in high demand,
and resources allow us to handle only a limited number of cases each semester
by appointment only.
We choose which clients we can help according to a range of factors that include
the variety in our caseload, the number of clients we already represent, and the
complexity of the client’s case. Preference is given to clients who have developed
a written business plan. If we are unable to help a client in a given semester, we
may be able to place the client on a waiting list for the following semester or
refer the client to another legal resource.

My clinic experience taught me how to ask clients the right

The SBCED Clinic was one of my best experiences in law

questions. Reviewing a variety of client documents enabled

matters enables you to produce high-quality work that you

questions to elicit key information and to anticipate clients’
me to develop a process for evaluating contracts and other

documents. The clinic provided a natural bridge between

my legal education and practice by asking me to think like a

lawyer, and not just a student, in applying my knowledge to
real-life scenarios.

— CHRISTOPHER P. HEALEY, JD ’11, K&L GATES LLP

school. The constant collaboration and feedback on client

can be proud of. You would be hard pressed to gain better
exposure to the ins and outs of complex business law so

rapidly. After completing the clinic, you will feel confident

in your transactional drafting and lawyering abilities.

— JONATHAN BALLARD, 3L

Frequently Asked Questions
Q: Are clinic services free?
A: Yes. The clinic offers free legal assistance to its clients. Clients are expected
to pay for filing fees and costs associated with the start-up and operation of
their businesses.

Q: Will the clinic handle a lawsuit?
A: No, the clinic does not handle litigation. In addition, the clinic does not

draft business plans, engage in financial negotiations, develop loan packages,
or prepare tax returns. For these types of services, we recommend that clients
seek the services of a certified public accountant or a qualified tax advisor.

Q: What is the first step to becoming a clinic client?
A: To be eligible for consideration, all clients are asked to complete an
Application for Legal Assistance and submit it to the clinic along with a copy
of their business plan. Clients are seen by appointment only. To talk to
someone about your business needs or to request an application, please call
our office at 202.994.7463 or send us an email at GWUSBC@law.gwu.edu.
The clinic’s Application for Legal Assistance is also available online at
www.law.gwu.edu/sbclinic.

Q: What happens during the application process?
A: The prospective client must first complete an Application for Legal
Assistance before he or she is eligible for consideration. Next, applicants must
come into the clinic office for an initial consultation before we will accept
a case. After the initial consultation, the director, in conjunction with the
students who conducted the interview, will decide whether the clinic can accept
the case. Prospective clients will be notified by telephone or e-mail of our
decision. Whether or not the clinic can accept a case depends on a variety of
factors, such as the complexity of the case, the size and variety in our caseload,
and whether the client has a business plan.
Q: What is the client's role once a case is accepted?
A: Once a case has been accepted, the clinic will create a Retainer Agreement
with the client, specifying the scope of legal work to be completed. Clients
agree to be represented by law students working under the supervision of
professors who are licensed attorneys. The client is responsible for filing all
legal papers with the appropriate government agency and paying any filing
fees if applicable. Because of the educational nature of the clinic, the client
is expected to commit to actively engaging in the legal assistance process by
maintaining communication with the clinic students, returning draft legal
documents to law students assigned to their case with corrections or feedback
in a timely manner, and attending scheduled legal consultations or notifying
the clinic or the students assigned to their case if they should need to cancel a
scheduled meeting.

Q: When are the services of the clinic available?
A: The services provided by the clinic take place during the George

The SBCED clinic is a crucial reminder of the role of the

lawyer as an agent of social change. Students gain insight

into the transactional legal world, and are allowed to apply
their knowledge to help further community development

goals, which is rewarding in itself. From Professor Jones’s
contagious positivity, to the incredible range of SBCED

Clinic clients and legal work, I can safely say that the clinic
exceeded all of my expectations.

— ASEEL BARBHUTHI, 3L

Washington University Law School’s academic year, from September through
April. If work is not completed by the end of the academic school year, it will
be completed over the summer by clinic faculty. The clinic does not accept
new cases in the summer.

For more information about the Small Business and Community Economic
Development Clinic, please visit us online at www.law.gwu.edu/sbclinic.

